
Request for Proposals for “Enhancing Life”
Short Information
The University of Chicago, in collaboration with the Ruhr-University Bochum / Germany, is pleased to announce a new, two-year project on “Enhancing Life,” supported with a generous grant from the John Templeton Foundation and co-led by William Schweiker (Chicago) and Günter Thomas (Bochum).
The purpose of this Project is to explore essential aspirations of human beings that move persons and communities into the future.  Because human aspirations are often implicit in a society’s culture and are intertwined with, for example, media narratives, political symbols, or religious rituals, it is not surprising that the desire to enhance life is as pervasive as it is overlooked in the academy and even in public life. The Project explores this rich but widely unexamined dimension of human aspiration and social life.
The key components are two types of research fellowships and three scholarly seminars. In order to expand the academic understanding of the dynamics of enhancing life, the Project will support approximately 15 research projects of advanced career scholars with $100,000 each and approximately 20 research projects of early career scholars with $50,000 each, particularly but not exclusively in the key areas of 1) religious studies/theology/philosophy, 2) philosophy of biology/of science/of technology, 3) social sciences (e.g., anthropology/law/political science/sociology), and 4) communications and media studies.
Scholars interested in this Project are invited to submit a Letter of Intent, due February 1st, 2015.
This 3-page Letter of Intent (LOI) should describe the proposed project concretely and in detail and should indicate clearly why the proposed study promises significant contributions to inquiry into the enhancing of life.  The LOI should include: (1) a title for the proposed project, (2) a description of the research planned, (3) an explanation of how the proposed project fits within this initiative, and (4) information on the project’s methodology and significance.
In addition to the actual letter, applicants will also be required to fill out an online application form and upload a copy of their CV, a budget, and a budget narrative.  Additionally, two letters of recommendation are required and will be uploaded by the recommenders.  The online application requests the names and contact information for these recommenders.  
Click here to reach our website and read the full request for proposals (RFP), including background, eligibility, and application instructions. If you have any questions about this RFP not answered below, please consult our list of Frequently Asked Questions.
If your question is not answered by our FAQ, you may email questions about the RFP to the University of Chicago: enhancinglife@uchicago.edu.
Applicants will be notified of our reviewers’ decisions by March 2, 2015.  A select number of applicants will be invited to a second round.  Submissions of invited full proposals are due no later than April 20th, 2015. Final award decisions will be issued by June 1st, 2015. Projects will begin July 26th, 2015 and will be completed by August 31st, 2017. Extensions on projects will not be available.
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The University of Chicago, in collaboration with the Ruhr-University Bochum / Germany, is pleased to announce a new, two-year project on “Enhancing Life,” supported with a generous grant from the John Templeton Foundation and co-led by William Schweiker (Chicago) and Günter Thomas (Bochum). Proposals will be evaluated based on research merit, novelty, and feasibility of successful implementation, as well as alignment with the Donor Intent of the John Templeton Foundation. Proposals that do not meet the requirements (either in content or style) of this RFP will not be considered.
The key project components are two types of research fellowships and three scholarly seminars. In order to expand the academic understanding of the dynamics of enhancing life, the Project will support approximately 15 research projects of advanced career scholars with $100,000 each and approximately 20 research projects of early career scholars with $50,000 each, particularly but not exclusively in the key areas of 1) religious studies/theology/philosophy, 2) philosophy of biology/of science/of technology, 3) social sciences (e.g., anthropology/law/political science/sociology, and 4) communications and media studies. 
The Project will realize the important objective of connecting the research of individual scholars by means of three required scholarly seminars which will innovatively link two paradigms of scholarly work: 1) the scholarly seminars will allow for in-depth exchange and collaboration by means of multiyear projects (along the lines of Institutes for Advanced Studies such as at Princeton University) and 2) at the same time, the seminars will foster the intellectual focus of a shared concern (similar to single theme conferences). The scholarly seminars will take place in the summer and be comprised of two-week residency seminars for advanced career scholars, and will include early career scholars for the last five days in a round-up seminar. The structure of these seminars will bring into conversation advanced career scholars and early career scholars. Scholars are required to attend each seminar, as they are key components of the Project (see Grant Eligibility and Requirements below for seminar dates).
Click here to reach our website and read the full request for proposals (RFP), including background, eligibility, and application instructions. If you have any questions about this RFP not answered below, please consult our list of Frequently Asked Questions.
If your question is not answered by our FAQ, you may email questions about the RFP to the University of Chicago: enhancinglife@uchicago.edu.

I. Overview 
The purpose of this Project is to explore essential aspirations of human beings that move persons and communities into the future. Yet the human drive to enhance life is often an implicit aim in many cultural, technological, and social processes and it is intertwined with what Charles Taylor, a Templeton Award winner, has helpfully called the social imaginary, including religion as well. Because human aspirations are often implicit in a society’s culture and are intertwined with, for example, media narratives, political symbols, or religious rituals, it is not surprising that the drive to enhance life is as pervasive as it is overlooked in the academy and even in public life. The Project explores this rich but widely unexamined dimension of human aspiration and social life.
The goal of The Enhancing Life Project is to address the following Big Questions: (1)“What does it mean to enhance life, including spiritual life?” (2) “Correlatively, what are the “spiritual laws” for the strategies, social mechanisms, and technologies that enable us to enhance life in its many dimensions and in measurable ways?”  [For an explanation of “spiritual life,” “spiritual laws” and other terms used in the Project, see the Glossary on the website.] By asking and answering these big questions, The Enhancing Life Project brings to articulation and also assesses assumptions hitherto submerged within the academy and public perceptions about the fullness of life and how it is to be enhanced. 
The Project is based on key assumptions one might call hypotheses in a broad understanding of the term. Four guiding hypotheses serve as a framework for the research process:
First, in order to enhance life, the forms of life can be understood in terms of the basic needs and correlate goods required for a species and/or community to attain an enhancement of flourishing. 

In order to imagine, plan, and assess the enhancement of life, we need a richly textured, “thick” understanding of life that transcends classical academic boundaries and reductionist approaches. Per definition, a reality without needs is neither living nor is it able to be enhanced in any way. The first hypothesis thereby proposes that attention to species’ and communities’ needs (natural, social, cultural, and spiritual) and the goods that fulfill these needs is a multi-dimensional and disciplined means to understand life in its many forms. 
Second, in order to examine the human drive to enhance life, one must explore the key values, that is, what is held as important and worth pursuing as reasons for action, by investigating scientific, social, and cultural legacies of thought.

The human desire for enhancing life takes many forms and encompasses many dimensions of personal and social life (i.e. law, politics, technology, communication, and religious practice) and yet these aspirations are deeply shaped by larger visions of life that extend to “spiritual realities.”  These spiritual realities, in turn, move human beings and leave an imprint on human imagination, thereby planning, orienting, and assessing the enhancement of life. The second hypothesis thus proposes that attention to the interrelation of visions of life, such as religious and cultural beliefs, is crucial in order to understand the values that provide the reasons for enhancing life, human and non-human.
Third, just as the enhancement of life entails the claim that a reality without needs is not living, so too a reality without a drive to a future that does not in some way value enhancement is not living and cannot be enhanced. In order to enhance life, one must explore the interconnections between conceptions of an open and not utterly determined future and forms of hope in order to enhance life. We call these futures “counter-worlds” and we seek their spiritual laws.
In the face of spiritual realities for enhancing life, we must reckon with seemingly counterintuitive or even paradoxical beliefs that reveal the undergirding spiritual laws that enhance life: i.e. laws such as: 1) that enhanced life requires conceptions of a counter-world; 2) that life can be enhanced by giving life away in hope for the future; or 3) that one dimension of life can be enhanced by focusing on another dimension.
Fourth, in order to articulate and to explore the spiritual laws that govern the enhancement of life, laws related to but more elusive than natural laws, one must examine cultural and religious resources from multiple perspectives and in light of the three prior hypotheses.
This Project explores religious, cultural, and social resources in order to imagine, plan, and assess the enhancement of life. Yet it does so not only for the sake of discerning their historical or social meaning, but also with an eye to the spiritual laws they encode or presuppose and which govern the actual enhancement of life in all of its dimensions.
II. Background
One of the most profound spiritual capacities human beings possess is the ability to imagine how life can be enhanced and to strive for new and enriched futures for persons and communities. The longing to overcome physical and social limitations, the ability to imagine heavenly realms, and the capacity of hope even in the face of death are definitive qualities of the human species.  We also know the devastation caused to people who are deprived of hope or disempowered as agents in attaining their aspirations. Furthermore, virtually every known culture and likewise every human life is oriented with respect to imagined futures about the enhancing of life. These imagined futures range from, for instance, beliefs about heaven, ideas about the end of times, utopian dreams of a just community, and claims about a possible trans-human future as well as new biological technologies to enhance life. Dreaming, imaging, and hoping for a future that enhances human individual and social life seem to be defining features of human existence. It is also the case that religious frameworks of practice, symbols, and ideas about the future eventually fade and lose cultural relevance when they do not and cannot orient human individual or communal life towards enhancing life.  In a word, there is something distinctive in the human drive to enhance life, and religious ideas and cultural ideals can and must be interpreted and assessed mindful of that human distinctiveness. Yet the big questions this distinctive human spiritual capacity pose are admittedly deceptive in their seeming simplicity: (1)“What does it mean to enhance life, including spiritual life?” (2) “Correlatively, what are the spiritual laws for the strategies, social mechanisms, and technologies that enable us to enhance life in its many dimensions and in measurable ways?”
Our focus on enhancing life and the interaction among scholars from different disciplines within this Project is meant to allow for a more concrete, measurable, and proactive approach to understanding and orienting this human aspiration and capacity than previous accounts of hope or imagined futures. Well-known are the failure of utopian hopes and technological ventures that were meant to enhance life and yet failed to do so. How can we understand, assess, and explain strategies for enhancing life and also uncover cultural resources? Further, this Project accounts for a salient feature of our age, namely, the radical extension of the human ability to realize imagined futures. Indeed, it is often noted that through technological means, human capacities have outpaced religious and moral insight and direction. In this social and historical context, it is vitally important that scholars of various disciplines join with others in developing ways to understand and assess enhancing life.  The Enhancing Life Project undertakes that task and it thereby can be understood as developing a new discipline of thought, Enhancing Life Studies.
Without doubt, we are living in an age in which forms of life—biological, social, reflective, and religious —can be enhanced or demeaned through the exercise of individual and communal capacities on a scale never seen before. Today, throughout the globe, human capacities are being exerted and extended in ways that have far-reaching, even radical, consequences for the future of life on this planet in all its forms. This transformative expansion of human capacities is obvious in the numerous creative developments in technology and the natural and social sciences. In the academy, there are developed ways to enhance life (such as artificial limbs, more efficient methods of food production, and anti-aging procedures). With equally far reaching consequences, policies are being implemented in commerce, government, religion, and civil society. In a word, attempts to enhance life bring together innovative initiatives, new technologies, social needs, and cultural/religious ideals. Ideas about and measures to enhance life are influencing the way people think, live, and communicate, and yet such ideas and measures have not been closely examined or well understood to date. In each of these sectors of academic and public life, highly consequential decisions, technological inventions, and social changes are being pursued on the assumption, often tacit, unexplored and unacknowledged, that such decisions, inventions, and changes do in fact enhance life and hold the promise of a better future.  
Human cultures, of course, have richly diverse legacies of ideas about the form and future of human and non-human life (animals, flora and fauna) and thus differing views on the constraints and possibilities that will shape life enhancement. Equally important for this Project is the fact that various academic disciplines also have quite diverse perspectives on the decisive features of life and the critical questions that will guide its enhancement. Both the diversity of cultures and the diversity of academic disciplines are crucially important to The Enhancing Life Project. With respect to cultural diversity, the Project assumes that religious and cultural traditions provide rich repositories of ideas about the enhancement of life, theories of transformation over time and visions of the future.  The Project will give careful consideration to the framing assumptions, narratives and symbolic forms through which religions and cultures interpret the possibilities for the enhancement of life. Further, the Project will explore the process of diffusion through which these religious and cultural frameworks and narratives have influenced other domains of society and politics.
A further implication of enhancing life is that life appears to be organized in forms that at the same time interact with each other—for both fascinating mutual reinforcement and surprising difficulties—and challenge each other. These challenges call for intellectual humility because in the attempt to answer one aspect one might, unwittingly, impede other attempts to enhance life. For example, the advancement of economic well-being might create specific challenges to the family as bedrock of society. A religious revival might challenge the functioning of the political order and endanger civil society.
In addition, the very idea of enhancing life implies recognition of the value or worth of forms of life, as well as its possible futures. The Enhancing Life Project seeks to examine the elements of enhancement just enumerated and also the forms, values, and futures of life with respect to guiding frameworks, narratives, and images as specific and interrelated aspects of socio-cultural and religious worldviews. The contention here is that the meaning of enhancing life must be interpreted mindful that human action and social cohesion are linked to meaning-giving and orienting beliefs and values at interrelated levels of analysis. One cannot properly understand the flourishing of life, its full enhancement, without analyzing the dimensions of life. Accordingly, the examination of the religious and cultural dimension of life is interrelated with the exploration of its other dimensions. For instance, scholars as well as religious and social leaders increasingly recognize the extent to which the pursuit of science itself can be encouraged or encumbered by religious or cultural beliefs, values, and ideas. For this reason the Project will explore the creative potentials of religious and cultural traditions to promote the enhancement of life on a broad scale, including social imaginaries, legal developments, media narratives, religious ideals, and technological change.
As an example of deeply rooted factors that shape different ways of enhancing life, one may consider two strands in Western thought. One frame that shapes the lives of many peoples and nations has emphasized the goodness of finite human life. With a sense of humility, those who hold that conviction seek to maximize life within finite conditions. Enhancement on this account is worked out in various ways within the limiting conditions that also characterize finite existence. The limits might be set by God within a theistic framework or by finite natural reality itself. So, beliefs about the sanctity or dignity of life have frequently been used as ideas to articulate the goodness of those limits of finitude. Not surprisingly, debates that deeply impact social existence swirl around worries about “designer genes” as “playing God,” the manipulation of species, and the enhancement of human life at the expense of nonhuman species. 
Another framework of enhancement in teaching and social practice has emphasized that enhancing life requires a creative sense of life’s possibilities and the pursuit of the perfection of life. Perfection might be understood within a religious tradition in terms of the deification of finite life through God’s grace, or perfection might be understood through ideas and images about the genetic enhancement of human capacities, the development of new social, legal, and political formations, and technological inventions and advances in communications and media. Spiritual practices, breakthroughs in genetics, utopian social experiments, and the pursuit of excellence in various cultural activities have characterized this strand of thought about enhancing life. The Project’s overall objective is to explore the driving ideas and practices that support the search for enhancing life in diverse fields of inquiry.  For this reason, The Enhancing Life Project seeks applications from scholars in various fields, e.g., anthropology, sociology, law, psychology, political sciences, communication, media studies, philosophy, religious studies, and theology.
 
III. Research Questions
Our Big Questions, again, are: (1)“What does it mean to enhance life, including spiritual life?” (2) “Correlatively, what are the “spiritual laws” for the strategies, social mechanisms, and technologies that enable us to enhance life in its many dimensions and in measurable ways?”
As mentioned above, The Enhancing Life Project explores several key assumptions that open up a large conceptual space for research. The following research questions are not exclusive, but provide some orientation and can guide the research topics in distinct areas of inquiry:
1. What are the forms of life in which the enhancement of life takes place?
2. What are the key aspirations, forces, and values that propel the enhancing of life?
3. What is the conceptual and empirical place of “the future” in enhancing life?
4. What types of “counter-worlds” challenge life in order to be enhanced?
5. What are the implied models of change in human attempts to enhance life?
6. What are the religious, cultural, and social resources used in order to imagine and plan the enhancement of life?
7. What are the various agents (persons, institutions, etc.) who facilitate the enhancing of life?
8. How do the various forms of life in which the enhancement of life takes place interact with each other?
9. To what extend is enhancing life connected to seemingly counterintuitive or even paradoxical laws, such as enhancing this life by enhancing a “counter-worldly” life, or by giving away life to enhance life?
10. What are our cultural, social, and religious resources to measure and assess the enhancement of life?

IV. Application Instructions
Letter of Intent (LOI) Stage
In this competitive re-granting process, approximately 15 grants for advanced career scholars of $100,000 per scholar and approximately 20 grants for early career scholars of $50,000 per scholar will be awarded. Scholars can apply for only one type of grant.  
The submission deadline for Letters of Intent is February 1st, 2015. 
This 3-page Letter of Intent (LOI) should describe the proposed project concretely and in detail and should indicate clearly why the proposed study promises significant contributions to inquiry into the enhancing of life.  The LOI should include: (1) a title for the proposed project, (2) a description of the research planned, (3) an explanation of how the proposed project fits within this initiative, and (4) information on the project’s methodology and significance.
This LOI should be no longer than three pages in length (single-spaced, Times Roman 12-point font, 1 inch margins, in English). Only LOIs of this length and with a thorough description of the proposed research will be considered. 
In addition to the actual letter, applicants will also be required to fill out an online application form and upload a copy of their CV, a budget using the Budget Summary Template, and a budget narrative. Additionally, two letters of recommendation are required and will be uploaded by the recommenders.  The online application requests the names and contact information for these recommenders.  Note well:  Letters of recommendation are linked to applications via the applicant’s email address; please make sure the email address given for the applicant on the application matches the email address given for the applicant on each of the letters of recommendation.
The template for the application may be downloaded for review.
Once you have started the application, information may not be saved.  Please have all documents ready for uploading.
Regarding the budget, there are no indirect costs awarded above the award, nor may the Scholar re-direct any portion of the award to his/her home institution.  The grant can be used to “buy out” time from teaching. Uses of funds may include books, field studies, or other research expenses. Regarding travel, the transportation, lodging and meal costs of the residency seminars will be reimbursed above the award amount. 
Scholars may also allocate funds to have significant others and family members join them at the seminar site(s). Scholars should be mindful of the fact that they are there to participate in the seminar, as suits their award at either the advanced career or early career level.  Evening meals must be spent with other scholars, and not family members exclusively, and scholars must be at the late afternoon sessions for collaboration. The Project recognizes, though, that a two week (or five day) absence from significant others and family members may be a hardship, and thus offers the flexibility of having family members be present for all or part of the time.  Scholars must assess which situation is best for their individual writing and collaboration. 
An interdisciplinary and international Advisory Board of renowned scholars will review and evaluate the LOIs and select the most promising and relevant projects. The Advisory Board will be comprised of professionals from a range of fields including law, the sciences, psychology, communications, media studies, sociology, political sciences, a range of religious traditions, and diverse demographics. 
In addition to these instructions, please see the FAQ.  If necessary, you may email enhancinglife@uchicago.edu.
Full Proposal Stage
Applicants will be notified of our reviewers’ decisions by March 2nd, 2015, with submission of invited full proposals due no later than April 20th, 2015. Final award decisions will be issued by June 1st, 2015. Projects will begin July 26th, 2015 and will be completed by August 31st, 2017. Extensions on projects will not be available. 
All full proposals must be submitted in English, single-spaced, on 8.5x11 inch paper, with one-inch margins. Font size will be 12-point, and font type must be Times New Roman. Full proposals that do not follow these font and margin specifications will not be accepted. Emphasis should also be placed on completeness and clarity of content. The full proposal must include all of the information below. Additional information on each of these will be provided when full proposals are invited.
1. Online application form 
2. Table of Contents 
3. Half Page Project Abstract 
4. Project Description (7 pages single-spaced)
5. Project Timeline 
6. Curriculum Vitae
7. Detailed Budget 
8. Budget Narrative
An interdisciplinary and international Selection Committee of renowned scholars will review and evaluate submitted full proposals and will select the most promising and relevant projects. This Committee will ensure that funded proposals include the range of disciplines and diversity needed to address the goals of The Enhancing Life Project.
V. Grant Eligibility and Requirements
The 15 advanced career researchers must have a doctoral degree (or equivalent) and be affiliated with an accredited college or university (or be affiliated with another major public or private research institution). They must have a second book publication (monograph), recent excellent publications, experience in interdisciplinary inquiries, and a proven track record of successfully carrying out ambitious research projects.
The 20 early career scholars must have a doctoral degree (or equivalent) and be affiliated with an accredited college or university (or be affiliated with another major public or private research institution). Their previous and current research must show outstanding academic promise. The grant is intended to advance exceptional research beyond the PhD Dissertation.  An early career scholar is one whose dissertation (revised or unrevised) or first academic monograph is published, no more than eight years ago.
Applicants can have their name on only one proposal for this competition. Proposed projects are encouraged but not limited to scholars in the disciplines of 1) religious studies/theology/philosophy, 2) philosophy of biology/of science/of technology, 3) social sciences (e.g., anthropology/law/political science/sociology), and 4) communications and media studies. The project must be accomplished within the two-year time span of the grant. 
All applications must be submitted in English and all payments will be made in US dollars. Non-U.S. residents are eligible for all awards.
Funded researchers are required to participate in three gatherings across the life of the grant, which will provide an opportunity to examine concepts of enhancing life, foster collaboration between researchers of different disciplines, and provide a framework for collaborative work, research, and writing. Advanced career researchers will be asked to attend 3 two-week residency seminars. Early career scholars are expected to participate in 3 five-day round-up seminars which will overlap with the end of the residency seminars, and will enhance interactions between colleagues at all career stages. The first gathering will be held Sunday July 26 – Sunday August 9, 2015 at the Banff Centre, Calgary, Alberta, Canada and will include residency and round-up seminars. A second meeting will be held Sunday July 24 – Sunday August 7, 2016, near Berlin, Germany and will include residency and round-up seminars. Researchers will conclude their two-year grant projects with a summer meeting Sunday July 23 – Sunday August 6, 2017, which will include residency seminars with advanced career researchers, round-up seminars with early career scholars, and a final capstone conference with all researchers in Chicago, IL, USA. Barring emergency extenuating circumstances, all awardees are required to attend the seminars and capstone conference.
The format of the seminar days with advanced and early career researchers will include 1) a block of time dedicated to writing in the morning or in the afternoon depending on the optimal timing for each participant; 2) a late afternoon session discussing presentations by the awardees as well as a text(s) selected by the co-leaders; and 3) a shared evening meal to be followed by free time to build community and informally exchange ideas. Full participation in the seminars is a mandatory component of every research project.
All 35 grant recipients will be required to produce a major contribution within the emerging field of The Enhancing Life Studies in the form of a monograph or another major form of publication. To encourage the widest dissemination and impact, researchers will be required to publish research in English. At the end of the project period, awardees will also be asked to provide a final report with lay-accessible summaries of their results, including the most significant findings, and in relationship to the other research projects and overarching aims of The Enhancing Life Project. Over the life of the grant, each recipient will also be asked to contribute one post on The Enhancing Life Project web blog. Finally, funded researchers will be required to teach at least two courses during the time of the grant or within a year after grant completion, broadly related to the topic of enhancing life. Extensions on projects will not be available to awardees. These combined efforts will increase visibility of the scholarly work in academic and public spheres. 
VI. Evaluation Criteria
For each LOI and full proposal, the reviewers will consider the following evaluation criteria:
1. Significance: Does the study address an important problem or question in research on enhancing life? Does it build upon prior findings? How does it advance understanding of enhancing life? What will be the impact of this project on future research on enhancing life? Can we expect that the research will result in a major contribution to the field of Enhancing Life Studies?
2. Approach and methods: Is the design adequately developed and sufficiently rigorous for the purpose of the study and commensurate with the research question(s) addressed? Does the study seek to identify deep and essential factors and driving impulses that foster or impede the development of enhancing life?
3. Creativity: Does the project employ novel and innovative ideas or methods? Would it be considered leading-edge research? 
4. Potential influence: Will the results be publishable in the form of a monograph?  Will the results enhance public awareness of the importance of enhancing life or increase knowledge about how it can be successfully promoted and seen in its many dimensions?
5. Capacity for success: What are the qualifications of the applicant? Can he/she carry out the project in a timely manner? Can she/he effectively communicate findings to both academic and nonacademic audiences?
It is estimated that most research projects will fall into one or more of four broad fields of inquiry: 1) religious studies/theology/philosophy, 2) philosophy of biology/of science/of technology, 3) social sciences (e.g., anthropology/law/political science/sociology), and 4) communications and media studies.  The Project will fund the applications with the greatest intellectual merit and capacity for success.
VII. The Scope of the Research Funded and the John Templeton Foundation’s Donor Intent 
In The Essential Worldwide Laws of Life, Sir John Templeton noted: “The basic principles for leading ‘a sublime life,’ to paraphrase Longfellow, can be examined and tested just as science examines and tests natural laws of the universe. By learning the laws of life and applying them to everyday situations, more and more people may find themselves leading joyful and useful lives” (Templeton, 2012, pp. xvii-xviii). Sir John’s writings on “spiritual laws” and the “laws of life” could serve as a beneficial reference for those applying to the RFP to inform their perspective about the Foundation’s Donor Intent. The Enhancing Life Project seeks to establish the relation between enhancing life and the spiritual laws known and those yet to be discovered that aid in life’s enhancement.

The goal of The Enhancing Life Project is to seed promising projects that foster the emergent field of Enhancing Life Studies. Successful applicants will further and exemplify the Project’s standards and goals for growth, and fit with the John Templeton Foundation’s Donor Intent. The proposed project must advance Sir John Templeton’s visionary approach to truer and deeper life: “we know that humans flourish best in a system of life that stimulates novelty, innovativeness and individuality, and that rewards new approaches, new concepts, new inventions, and new and better ways of thinking about life and its ultimate ends and concerns.” In bringing together related fields of academic inquiry and public interest, The Enhancing Life Project will discover, advance, and disseminate knowledge about the big questions of what it means to enhance life in accordance with spiritual laws. Applicants should humbly seek also to advance the vision and the intent of Sir John and the Foundation. The Project will not fund proposals that do not have a direct link to the donor intent of the John Templeton Foundation.

VIII. Contact Information
For more information, including Frequently Asked Questions, refer to the Project website: enhancinglife.uchicago.edu.
If your question is not answered by our website, you may email questions to enhancinglife@uchicago.edu
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