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TOPICAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 

with introductory comments 

 

The following bibliography is divided into topics crucial for “Enhancing Life Studies”. Rather 

than being exhaustive it offers exemplary positions and literature, introducing the field and its 

relevant questions. In every section we describe the key problems important to Enhancing Life 

Studies and then ask: 

 

What is submerged, what is implicit, and what is not sufficiently examined? Where can 

“Enhancing Life Studies” make a difference? Where do we want to shift scholarly attention? 

 

In addition to the following bibliography, participants in The Enhancing Life Project may reflect 

on The Essential Worldwide Laws of Life (Templeton Foundation Press, 2012) by Sir John 

Templeton as a beneficial reference to understanding the overall goals and intent of the project.  

 

I.  Religious Hopes and Conceptions of Counter-worlds  

 

II.  Theology and the Enhancement of this Life 

 

III.  Philosophy 

 

IV.   Spiritual Dimensions in Science, Spiritual Laws and Religious Practices Enhancing 

 Life 

 

V.  Politics and Economy 

 

VI.  Law – and its Development and Improvement 

 

VII.  Quality of Life Research and Enhancing Life 

 

VIII. Technology for Enhancing Life 

 

IX.  Communication Media, and the Enhancement of Life 
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X.  Social Sciences 

  

 

I. THE RELIGIOUS HOPES AND CONCEPTIONS  

OF COUNTER-WORLDS 

 

Christian faith from its very beginning was thoroughly shaped by the belief in the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ. In this respect, the unity of love, faith and hope formed Christian life or at least 

always remained a critical measure of it. This hope was in many ways reformulated in diverse 

cultural contexts and intellectual climates. It gave people confidence to take great risks in 

withstanding and restricting the destruction and diminishing of life. This hope for a divine life 

spanning across human life and death encouraged people to turn to the very disadvantaged and 

poor in order to enhance their life both spiritually and practically. In so doing, Christians 

‘witness’ as part of creation  to the faithfulness and caring love of God for this creation.  

The pilgrimage from this world to a heavenly realm however, can also weaken the “faithfulness 

to this earth” and severely limit the human aspiration to enhance this life in its fullness and 

richness. Confronted with many forms of a fundamental critique of religion, many religious 

traditions have either radically reduced their hope in a life and world transcending this world, or, 

quite the opposite, have severed the ties between their hopes and a world shaped by the sciences 

and human aspirations to transform this world. 

 

What is submerged, what is implicit, and what is not sufficiently examined? Where can 

“Enhancing Life Studies” make a difference? Where do we want to shift scholarly attention? 

 

With Enhancing Life Studies we will shift and refocus the religious debate about hopes and 

eschatology by asking: What conceptions of a counter-world (broadly understood) help to 

imagine, to shape, and to promote the enhancement of this life – by opening up the spiritual 

resources and making people spiritually guided stewards for the enhancement of life?  

In “Enhancing Life Studies” we want to face a double challenge: First, we need to discern and 

reformulate notions of counter-worlds by learning from the insights provided by the science and 

religion debates (i.e. religious naturalism). Second, we want to move beyond that debate by 

taking up the specific challenge of analyzing and exploring the powerful, deeply grounded but 

widely overlooked link between counter-worlds and the social, personal and spiritual forces in 

favor of enhancing life. We ask what aspirations for enhancing life assume implicitly a strong 

notion of counter-world and follow spiritual laws? Furthermore, how is the spiritual enhancement 

of life by hope, grace, and gratitude intimately connected to courageous and bold initiatives for 

enhancing life in the fields of economy, technology, art and law – and eventually acts of charity 

and giving? What makes people spiritually guided stewards for the courageous enhancement of 

life? 

 

 

Baker, David W., Looking into the Future : Evangelical Studies in Eschatology. Grand Rapids, 

Mich.: Baker Academic, 2001. 
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Bracken, Joseph A. World without End : Christian Eschatology from a Process Perspective. 

Grand Rapids, Mich.: William B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 2005. 

 

Broer, Ingo, and Jürgen Werbick. "Auf Hoffnung hin sind wir erlöst" (Röm 8,24) : Biblische und 

Systematische Beiträge zum Erlösungsverständ heute. Stuttgarter Bibelstudien. Stuttgart: 

Katholisches Bibelwerk, 1987. 

 

Clayton, Philip, and Arthur R. Peacocke. In Whom We Live and Move and Have Our Being : 

Panentheistic Reflections on God's Presence in a Scientific World. Grand Rapids, Mich.: 

William B. Eerdmans Pub., 2004. 

 

Cole-Turner, Ronald. Transhumanism and Transcendence: Christian Hope in an Age of 

Technological Enhancement. Washington: Georgetown University Press, 2011. 

 

Goodenough, Ursula. The Sacred Depths of Nature. New York: Oxford University Press, 1998 

 

Höfner, Markus, Stephan Schaede and Günter Thomas, eds. Endliches Leben: Interdisziplinäre 

Zugänge zum Phänomen der Krankheit. Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2010. 

 

Hölscher, Lucian, ed. Jenseits. Facetten eines religiösen Begriffs in der Neuzeit. Göttingen: 

Wallenstein, 2007. 

 

Johnston, Mark. Saving God: Religion after Idolatry. Princeton, NJ: Princeton Univ Pr, 2009. 

 

Klemm, David E. "Religious Naturalism or Theological Humanism?". Zygon: Journal of 

Religion & Science 42, no. 2 (2007): 357-68. 

 

Lawlor, Leonard. The Implications of Immanence: Toward a New Concept of Life. New York: 

Fordham University Press, 2006. 

 

Markschies, Christoph. Ist Theologie eine Lebenswissenschaft? Hildesheim: Georg Olms Verlag, 

2005. 

 

Moltmann, Jürgen. God in Creation : A New Theology of Creation and the Spirit of God. The 

Gifford Lectures. 1st Fortress Press ed. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1993. 

 

———. The Spirit of Life : A Universal Affirmation. 1st Fortress Press ed. Minneapolis: Fortress 

Press, 1992. 

 

Murphy, Nancey C. Bodies and Souls, or Spirited Bodies? Current Issues in Theology. 

Cambridge, UK ; New York: Cambridge University Press, 2006. 

 

Osthövener, Claus-Dieter. Erlösung. Transformation einer Idee im 19.Jahrhundert, Tübingen: 

Mohr Siebeck, 2004. 
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Peacocke, Arthur R., and Philip Clayton. All That Is. A Naturalistic Faith for the Twenty-First 

Century. A Theological Proposal with Responses from Leading Thinkers in the Religion-

Science Dialogue. Theology and the Sciences. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2007. 

 

Peters, Ted, and Martin Hewlett. Evolution from Creation to New Creation. Conflict, 

Conversation, and Convergence. Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 2003. 

 

Peters, Ted, Russel, Robert J. and Michael Welker, eds. Resurrection. Theological and Scientific 

Assessments. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 2002. 

 

Polkinghorne, J. C. The Trinity and an Entangled World : Relationality in Physical Science and 

Theology. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub., 2010. 

 

———. The Work of Love : Creation as Kenosis. Grand Rapids, Mich.: W.B. Eerdmans, 2001. 

 

Polkinghorne, J. C., and Michael Welker, eds. The End of the World and the Ends of God. 

Science and Theology on Eschatology, Theology for the Twenty-First Century. 

Harrisburg, Pa.: Trinity Press International, 2000. 

 

Schäfer, Gerhard Karl, and Theodor Strohm, eds. Diakonie, Biblische Grundlagen Und 

Orientierungen : Ein Arbeitsbuch Zur Theologischen Verständigung Über Den 

Diakonischen Auftrag, vol. Bd 2. Heidelberg: Heidelberger Verlagsanstalt, 1990. 

 

Schweiker, William. Dust that Breathes: Christian Faith and the New Humanisms. Malden, 

Massachusetts: Wiley-Blackwell, 2002. 

 

Soulen, R. Kendall, and Linda Woodhead. God and Human Dignity. Grand Rapids, Mich.: 

Eerdmans, 2006. 

 

Stolz, Fritz. „Paradiese und Gegenwelten.“ Zeitschrift für Religionswissenschaft 1 (1993): 5-24. 

 

Suchocki, Marjorie. The End of Evil. Process Eschatology in Historical Context. Albany: State 

University of New York Press, 1988. 

 

Taliaferro, Charles, and Jil Evans. The Image in Mind. Theism, Naturalism, and the Imagination. 

London / New York: Continuum, 2011. 

 

Taylor, Charles. A Secular Age. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 2007. 

 

Templeton, John. The Essential Worldwide Laws of Life. West Conshohocken, Pennsylvania: 

Templeton Foundation Press, 2012. 

 

Thomas, Günter. Neue Schöpfung: Systematisch- theologische Untersuchungen zur Hoffnung auf 

das “Leben in der zukünftigen Welt”. Neukirchener-Vluyn: Neukirchener, 2009. 

 

Volf, Miroslav. "The Final Reconciliation : Reflections on a Social Dimension of the 

Eschatological Transition." Modern Theology 16, no. 1 (Ja 2000): 91-113. 
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———. "Forgiveness, Reconciliation, and Justice. A Christian Contribution to a More Peaceful 

Social Environment." In Forgiveness and Reconciliation. Religion, Public Policy & 

Conflict Transformation, edited by Raymond G. Helmick and Rodney Lawrence Petersen, 

27-49. Philadelphia: Templeton Foundation Press, 2001. 

 

———. "God's Forgiveness and Ours: Memory of Interrogations, Interrogation of Memory." 

Anglican Theological Review 89, no. 2 (Spr 2007): 213-25. 

 

Volf, Miroslav, and Michael Welker. God's Life in Trinity. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2006. 

 

Welker, Michael, ed. The Spirit in Creation and New Creation: Science and Theology in Western 

and Orthodox realms. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 2012. 

 

Welker, Michael and Hans-Joachim Eckstein, eds. Die Wirklichkeit der Auferstehung. 

Neukirchen-Vluyn: Neukirchener Verlagshaus, 2002. 

 

Welker, Michael, ed. The Spirit in Creation and New Creation : Science and Theology in 

Western and Orthodox Realms. Grand Rapids, Mich.: W.B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 2012. 

 

Yong, Amos. "Disability, the Human Condition, and the Spirit of the Eschatological Long Run: 

Toward a Pneumatological Theology of Disability." Journal of Religion, Disability & 

Health 11, no. 1 (2007): 5-25. 

 

Zander, Helmut. "Gegenwelten/Gegengesellschaften." In Metzler Lexikon Religion : Gegenwart, 

Alltag, Medien, edited by Christoph Auffarth, Jutta Bernard, Hubert Mohr, Agnes Imhof 

and Silvia Kurre, 455-60. Stuttgart ; Weimar: J.B. Metzler, 1999. 

 

II. THEOLOGY AND THE ENHANCEMENT OF THIS LIFE 

 

One of the important “spiritual laws” that guided the early Christian community was neatly 

formulated by St. Augustine: in the Christian life, only God is to be enjoyed in himself, the things 

of this earth are to be used for the sake of human life and the life of faith, and, finally, other 

people and oneself are to be enjoyed because of a relation to God and used in the earthly affairs 

of life. This three-part spiritual law, defined by the relation between human acts of use and those 

of enjoyment, has shaped not only the piety and practice of many Christian communities, but it 

has also oriented Christian reflection on the status and use of the whole realm of creation, social 

life, and personal relations. What is more, analogous “spiritual laws” to this one found in 

Christianity can be found in other religious traditions. A Buddhist, for example, is not to “cling” 

to desire for things of this world as the realm of samsara, but also must have compassion for all 

that do suffer, human or non-human. In doing so, a Buddhist takes refuge in the Dharma. 

However, now that humans have the technological means to fundamentally alter and enhance 

forms of life, human and non-human, are there “spiritual laws” for enhancing life other than those 

defined by the distinction between “use” and “enjoyment?” Can we discern orientation for the 
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enhancing of this life in ways other than an opposition between what is to be enjoyed and what is 

to be used? 

 

What is submerged, what is implicit, and what is not sufficiently examined? Where can 

“Enhancing Life Studies” make a difference? Where do we want to shift scholarly attention? 

 

With Enhancing Life Studies we will shift and refocus the religious debate about the use of this 

life in order to explore the connection between enhancing finite life and enhancing spiritual life. 

We thereby face a double challenge: First, we need to discern and reformulate notions of the 

value of finite life by uncovering and articulating the spiritual laws that orient human personal 

and communal life in regard to that value. Second, we want to move beyond the rigid distinction 

between “use” and “enjoyment,” a distinction which has too often lead to de-valuing this present 

life in order to explore and analyze a more complex multi-dimensional account of the value of 

finite life in terms of needs and potentialities (see Project Description). 

We also ask: what aspirations for enhancing life assume implicitly a strong notion of value not 

reducible to “use-value” or “enjoyment” that is formulated by spiritual laws? What gives people 

spiritual orientation for the enhancement of this life? 

 

 

II.1. THEOLOGY AND HUMAN TECHNOLOGICAL- 

SCIENTIFIC ENHANCEMENT  

 

Barbour, Ian. Ethics in an Age of Technology. San Francisco: Harper, 1993. 

 

Cahill, Lisa Sowle, editor. Genetics, Theology, and Ethics: An interdisciplinary Conversation. 

New York: Crossroad Publication Company, 2005. 

 

Chan, Mark and Roland Chia, editors. Beyond Determinism and Reductionism: Genetic Science 

and the Person. Adelaide: ATF Press, 2003. 

 

Cole-Turner, Ronald, editor. Transhumanism and Transcendence: Christian hope in an age of 

technological enhancement. Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 2011. 

 

Deane-Drummond. “The Future of the Human: Transhuman Evolution or Human Identity as 

Imago Christi?” In Christ and Evolution: Wonder and Wisdom. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 

2009. 

 

Deane-Drummond, Celia. Genetics and Christian Ethics. Cambridge: Cambridge Unviersity 

Press, 2006. 

 

Deane-Drumond, Celia and Peter Manley Scott, editors. Future Perfect?: God, medicine, and 

human identity. New York: T&T Clark International, 2006. 

 

Evans, John Hyde. Playing God?: Human genetic engineering and the rationalization of public 

bioethical debate. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2002. 
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Görman, Ulf, Willem Drees, and Hubert Meisinger, editors. Creative Creatures: Values and 

ethical issues in theology, science and technology. London: T&T Clark, 2005. 

 

Murphy, Michael. The Future of the Body: Explorations into the further evolution of human 

nature. New York: J.P. Tarcher and Putnam, 1992. 

 

Noble, David F. The Religion of Technology: The divinity of man and the spirit of invention. New 

York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1997. 

 

Page, Ruth. “The Human Genome and the Image of God.” In Brave New World: Theology, 

ethics, and the human genome, edited by Celia Deane-Drummond. London: T&T Clark, 

2003. 

 

Peters, Ted. Playing God?: Genetic determinism and human freedom. New York: Routledge, 

2003. 

 

Peters, Ted. For the Love of Children: Genetic technology and the future of the family. 

Lousiville, Ky: Westminster John Knox, 1996. 

 

Pfleiderer, G., G. Brahler, and K. Lindpaintner, editors. GenEthics and Religion. Basel: Karger, 

2010. 

 

Reed, Esther. “Thinking Liturgically.” In Brave New World: Theology, ethics, and the human 

genome, edited by Celia Deane-Drummond. London: T&T Clark, 2003. 

 

Peters, Ted. Playing God?: Genetic determinism and human freedom. New York: Routledge, 

2003. 

 

Reiss, Michael. “And in the World to Come, Life Everlasting.” In Brave New World: Theology, 

ethics, and the human genome, edited by Celia Deane-Drummond. London: T&T Clark, 

2003. 

 

Ruether, Rosemary Radford. Introducing Redemption in Christian Feminism. Sheffield: Sheffield 

Academic Press, 1998. 

 

Russell, Letty. Household of Freedom: Authority in Feminist Theology. Philadelphia: 

Westminster Press, 1987. 

 

Ryan, Maura. “Feminist Theologies and the New Genetics.” In The Ethics of Genetic 

Engineering, edited by Marueen Junker-Kenny and Lisa Sowle Cahill. New York: Orbis 

Books, 1998. 

 

Scott, Peter. “Is the Goodness of God Good Enough? The Human Genome Project in Theological 

and Political Perspective.” In Brave New World: Theology, ethics, and the human genome, 

edited by Celia Deane-Drummond. London: T&T Clark, 2003. 
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Scully, Jackie Leach. Quaker Approaches to Moral Issues in Genetics. Lewiston, New York: E. 

Mellen Press, 2002. 

 

Swinton, John and Brian Brock, editors. Theology, Disability, and the New Genetics: Why 

science needs the church. London: T&T Clark, 2007. 

 

Tirosh-Samuelson and Kenneth Mossman, editors. Building Better Humans?: Refocusing the 

debate on transhumanism. Frankfurt: Peter Lang, 2012. 

See especially: “Religion and the technowonderland of transhumanism” (Tirosh-Samuelson), 

“Jewish Perspectives on Transhumanism”(Samuelson and Tirosh-Samuelson), “Ideals of 

Human Perfection: A comparison of Sufism and transhumanism” (Mahootian), and 

“Transhumanism and the Orthodox Christian tradition” (Clay) 

 

Waters, Brent. From Human to Posthuman: Christian theology and technology in a postmodern 

world. Burlington, VT: Ashgate, 2006. 

 

 

II.2. ENHANCEMENT OF ALL LIFE IN THE  

CONTEXT OF CREATION 

 

Berry, Thomas. The Sacred Universe: Earth, spirituality, and religion in the twenty-first century. 

New York: Columbia University Press, 2009. 

 

Birch, Charles and John Cobb. The Liberation of Life: From the cell to the community. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1981. 

 

Fox, Matthew. The Coming of the Cosmic Christ: The healing of Mother Earth and the birth of a 

global renaissance. San Francisco: Harper&Row, 1988. 

 

Gebara, Ivone. Longing for Running Water: Ecofeminism and Liberation. Minneapolis: Fortress 

Press, 1999. 

 

Gustafson, James. A Sense of the Divine: The natural environment from a theocentric 

perspective. Cleveland, Ohio: Pilgrim Press, 1994. 

 

Hessel, Dieter, editor. After Nature’s Revolt: Eco-justice and theology. Minneapolis: Fortress 

Press, 1992. 

 

Jenkins, Willis. Ecologies of Grace: Environmental Ethics and Christian Theology. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 2008. 

 

Kohak, Erazim. The Embers and the Stars: A philosophical inquiry into the moral sense of 

nature. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1984. 

 

McFague, Sallie. Life Abundant. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2001. 
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Moltmann, Jürgen. God in Creation: An ecological doctrine of creation. London: SCM Press, 

1985. 

 

Northcott, Michael. The Environment and Christian Ethics. New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 1996. 

 

Ruther, Rosemary Radford. Gaia and God: An ecofeminist theology of earth healing. San 

Francisco: Harper, 1992. 

 

Van Wieren, Gretel. Restored to Earth: Christianity, environmental ethics, and ecological 

restoration. Washington D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 2013. 

 

 

II.3 POLITICS, COMMUNITY, AND FAMILY 

—ENHANCING LIFE IN RELATIONSHIPS 

 

Browning, Don S. Marriage and Modernization: How globalization threatens marriage and what 

to do about it. Grand Rapdis, Mich: William B. Eerdmans Publishers, 2003. 

 

Browning, Don S. Equality and the Family: A fundamental, practical theology of children, 

mothers, and fathers in modern societies. Grand Rapids, Mich.: William B. Eerdmans 

Publishers, 2007. 

 

Cahill, Lisa Sowle. Family: A Christian social perspective. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2000. 

 

Dorrien, Gary J. Reconstructing the Common Good: Theology and the Social Order. Maryknoll, 

NY: Orbis Books, 1990. 

 

Hollenbach, David. The Common Good and Christian Ethics. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 2002. 

  

Niebuhr, Reinhold. Moral Man and Immoral Society. Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox, 

2001. 

 

Jordan, Mark. Blessing Same-Sex Unions: The perils of queer romance and the confusions of 

Christian marriage. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2005. 

 

Ruether, Rosemary Radford. Christianity and the Making of the Modern Family. Boston: Beacon 

Press, 2000. 

 

Russell, Letty M. Just Hospitality: God’s welcome in a world of difference. Louisville, KY: 

Westminster John Knox Press, 2009. 

 

Witte, John, Christian Green and Amy Wheeler, editors. The Equal-Regard Family and its 

Friendly Critics: Don Browning and the practical theological ethics of the family. Grand 

Rapids, Mich: William B Eerdmans Publishers, 2007. 
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Tinker, George. Spirit and Resistance: Political theology and American Indian Liberation. 

Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2004. 

 

 

II.4 THEOLOGY AND THE NEED 

FOR MATERIAL ENHANCEMENT OF LIFE 

 

Boff, Leonardo and Virgil Elizondo, editors. Ecology and Poverty: Cry of the earth, cry of the 

poor. London: SCM Press, 1995. 

 

Cone, James. God of the Oppressed. New York: Seaury Press, 1975. 

 

Couture, Pamela D. and Bonnie Miller-McLemore, editors. Poverty, Suffering, and HIV-AIDS: 

International practical theological perspectives. Cardiff: Cardiff Academic Press, 2003. 

 

Groody, Daniel, editor. The Option for the Poor in Christian Theology. Notre Dame, Ind.: 

University of Notre Dame Press, 2007. 

 

Gutiérrez, Gustavo. A Theology of Liberation: History, politics, and salvation. Maryknoll, NY: 

Orbis Books, 1988. 

 

Hopkins, Dwight. Introducing Black Theology of Liberation. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1999. 

 

Rauschenbusch, Walter. A Theology for the Social Gospel. New York: MacMillan, 1917. 

 

Schweiker, William and Charles Mathewes. Having: Property and Possession in Religious and 

Social Life. Grand Rapids, Mich.: W.B. Eerdmans, 2004. 

 

Shin, Hyon-Uk. Vulnerability and Courage: A pastoral theology of poverty and the alienated 

self. New York: Peter Lang, 2012. 

 

Sider, Ronald. Just Generosity: A new vision for overcoming poverty in America. Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: Baker Books, 2007. 

 

Sobrino, Jon and Felix Wilfred, editors. Globalization and its victims. London: SCM Press, 2001. 

 

 

II.5 THEOLOGY AND ENHANCING THE LIFE OF THE FINITE BODY 

 

Tubbs, James B. Christian Theology and Medical Ethics: Four Contemporary Approaches. 

Boston: Kluwer Academic Publishers, 1996. 

 

Creamer, Deborah Beth. Disability and Christian Theology: Embodied limits and constructive 

possibilities. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009. 

 

Eiesland, Nancy and Don Saliers. Disability and the Service of God: Reassessing religious 

practices. Nashville; Abingdon Press, 1998. 
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Haslam, Molly C. A Constructive Theology of Intellectual Disability: Human being as mutuality 

and response. New York: Fordham University Press, 2012. 

 

Hauerwas, Stanley. Naming the Silences: God, medicine, and the problem of suffering. Grand 

Rapids, Mich.: W.B. Eerdmans, 1990. 

 

Hauerwas, Stanley and Jean Vanier. Living Gently in a Violent World: The prophetic witness of 

weakness. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Books, 2008. 

 

Kabue, Samuel, editor. Disability, Society, and Theology: Voices from Africa. Limuru, Kenya: 

Zapf Chancery Publishers, 2011. 

 

Ramsey, Paul. The Patient as Person: Explorations in Medical Ethics. New Haven: Yale 

University Press, 2002. 

 

Reinders, Hans S. Receiving the Gift of Friendship: Profound disability, theological 

anthropology, and ethics. Grand Rapids, Mich: William B. Eerdmans, 2008. 

 

Reynolds, Thomas E. Vulnerable Communion: A theology of disability and hospitality. Grand 

Rapids, Mich.: Brazos Press, 2008. 

 

Swinton, John and Richard Payne, editors. Living Well and Dying Faithfully: Christian practices 

for end-of-life care. Grand Rapids, Mich.: William B Eerdmans, 2009. 

 

Yong, Amos. Theology and Down Syndrome: Reimaginging disability in late modernity. Waco, 

TX: Baylor University Press, 2007. 

 

 

II.6 SANCTIFICATION AND THEOSIS —  

LIFE ‘ENHANCED’ BY GRACE 

 

Aquinas, Thomas. Summa Theologica, I.II.1-5. London: Burns, Oates, and Washbourne, 1920-

25. 

 On humankind’s end. 

 

Edwards, Jonathan. The Nature of True Virtue. Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press, 

1960. 

 

Lossky, Vladimir. In the Image and Likeness of God. London: Mowbrays, 1975. 

See especially chapters: “Redemption and Deification” and “The Theological Notion of the 

Human Person” 

 

Luther, Martin. The Freedom of a Christian. Translated by Mark Tranvik. Minneapolis: Fortress 

Press, 2008. 

 

Jones, Serene. Feminist Theory and Christian Theology: Cartographies of Grace. Minneapolis: 

Fortress Press, 2000. 
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Nightingale, Andrea. Once out of Nature: Augustine on time and the body. Chicago: University 

of Chicago Press, 2011.  

See especially chapters: “Edenic and Resurrected Transhumans” and “Unearthly Bodies” 

 

Townes, Emilie, editor. Embracing the Spirit: Womanist perspectives on hope, salvation, and 

transformation. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1997. 

 

 

II.7 ENHANCING LIFE IN OTHER WORLD FAITH TRADITIONS 

 

Issues relating to the multiple means of enhancing life emerge not only in the Judeo-Christian 

faith traditions. Against the background of the Christian orientation in the Enhancing Life Project 

we see illuminative debates in other faith traditions which increasingly shape the life on this 

planet in the next centuries-in particular Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism. The following 

bibliographies with more recent publications reflect the inner-religious and academic debates 

about ways, means, techniques, and spheres for the enhancement of life. These conversations can 

provide enriching insights for the more Christianity oriented research projects and can be made 

available by scholars working in, on, or out of these faith traditions. Each of these World Faith 

Traditions can make quite specific contributions to the field of Enhancing Life Studies, one more 

on the transformation of public life, others more to the spiritual transformation of the person. We 

do expect that all of them are valuable reservoirs for the uncovering of spiritual laws. 

 

Islam 

Abed al-Jabri, Mohammad. Comtemporary Arab Sclarship in the Social Sciences Democracy, 

Human Rights and Law in Islamic Thought. London: I. B. Tauris, 2009. 

Abed al-Jabri, Mohammad. Democracy, Human Rights and Law in Islamic Thought. London: 

I.B. Tauris, 2009. 

Ahmad, Ahmad Atif. Islam, Modernity, Violence, and Everyday Life. Basingstoke: Palgrave 

2009. 

Alatas,  Syed Farid. Covering Islam: Challenges & Opportunities for Media in the Global 

Village. Singapore: Centre for Research on Islamic and Malay Affairs (RIMA), 2005. 

Amirpur, Katajun. “The Expansion of the Prophetic Experience: Abdolkarim Soroush’s New 

Approach to Qur’anic Revelation.“ Die Welt des Islams 51 (2012): 409-437. 

An-Na `im, Abdullahi Ahmed. Islam and the Secular State: Negotiating the Future of Shari`a. 

Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 2010.  
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Anjum, Ovamir. Cambridge Studies in Islamic Civilization. Politics, Law, and Community in 

Islamic Thought: The Taymiyyan Moment. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 

2012. 

Anwar, Etin. Gender and Self in Islam. New York: Routledge, 2006.  

Atiyeh, George N. The Book in the Islamic World: The Written Word and Communication in the 
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III. PHILOSOPY 

 

One of the oldest definitions of philosophy owed to Socrates and Plato was this: philosophy is 

learning to die. This conception of philosophy can be found through the historical legacy of the 

West even into the 20
th

 Century in thinkers like Martin Heidegger. This learning to die meant at 

least several things. (1) Learning not to trust one’s sense perceptions that can err but to seek for 

deeper, true insight into the nature of reality; philosophy thereby relies on a distinction between 

appearance and reality. (2) Learning to abstract from particular sense impressions, experiences, or 

inherited cultural forms in order to discover or to create through abstraction more general, even 

universal, truths about being or mind; philosophy thereby relies on a logic of the particular and 

the universal. (3) Learning how to escape the fear of death and thus achieve liberation from the 

sources of human fear (fate, anticipation of pain and grief; undue attachment or love of others; 

beliefs about the gods or God) in order to attain self-sufficiency and with it true happiness 

(eudaimonia). In other words, “philosophy” in its most profound sense was a way of life that 

sought to enhance life either through overcoming finite existence or through strengthening one to 

endure this finite life with resoluteness and authenticity.  

 

What is submerged, what is implicit, and what is not sufficiently examined? Where can 

“Enhancing Life Studies” make a difference? Where do we want to shift scholarly attention? 
 

Enhancing Life Studies seeks to shift and refocus the debate about philosophy and natural and 

spiritual life. Indeed, the religions often seem ultimately focused on life, richer, true life, and the 

resources of the religions may thereby aid in thinking philosophically about enhancing life. 

Likewise with the present technological power to enhance life, conceptions of life need to be 

philosophically examined and assessed not under the rubric of death and dying, but with respect 

to life itself. Finally as noted above, longstanding and powerful assumptions about philosophy do 

aim to enhance life and in this way become both a resource but also a challenge to refection on 

enhancing life. We are asking, in other words, what are the philosophical contributions to 

thinking about enhancing life, and, conversely, how do religious and spiritual forms enrich our 

understanding of philosophy itself?  
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IV. SPIRITUAL DIMENSIONS IN SCIENCE,  

SPIRITUAL LAWS,  

AND RELIGIOUS PRACTICES ENHANCING LIFE  

 

 

Over the past three decades a considerable number of studies have been dedicated to the 

investigation of the dimension of spirituality, practices and spiritual laws in quite diverse fields of 

life ranging from prayer, to forgiveness, and the power of love. Enhancing Life Studies can build 

on these insights and will take advantage of this research. For this reason and in this case we have 

to rephrase our key question from: 

 

What is submerged, what is implicit, and what is not sufficiently examined? Where can 

“Enhancing Life Studies” make a difference? Where do we want to shift scholarly attention? 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Kaufmann_(philosopher)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Kaufmann_(philosopher)
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To this one: What can be supplemented and advanced further? Where do we need to move 

from here? 

 

What is peculiar in Enhancing Life Studies vis-á-vis this body of research is the emphasis on the 

spiritual realities encouraging the dynamic and ongoing process of enhancing life. In addition, 

with the turn to “life” Enhancing Life Studies will invest scholarly attention to a rich and 

multilayered concept of life based on spiritual realities and advanced through spiritual needs and 

aspirations. The focus on “life” reaches out to a number of academic disciplines while at the same 

time through the concentration on needs and aspirations as well as narratives and frames of 

enhancing life this Project achieves breath and concentration. 
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V. POLITICS AND ECONOMY 

 

Politics and economics are central disciplines for understanding social life. They aim at the use 

and distribution of authority for the sake of security (politics) as well as the creation of wealth 

and commerce necessary for the flourishing of personal and social life. In this respect, each of 

these disciplines is crucial for Enhancing Life Studies. Indeed, these disciplines and their domains 

of inquiry touch basic issues in the Project: How are we understand people’s needs, aspirations, 

longings, hopes, and their sense of commitment and their willingness to take over responsibility 

for their shared ‘polis’ in relation to enhancing life? How should we conceive of and measure 

“value” in  relation to living realities and their enhancement? How are we to understand and 

assess people’s selfdetermiation in relation to enhancing social life?  

 

What is submerged, what is implicit, and what is not sufficiently examined? Where can 

“Enhancing Life Studies” make a difference? Where do we want to shift scholarly attention? 

 

The Enhancing Life Project seeks to learn from and also contribute to politics and economics not 

simply in terms of political and economic systems and the theoretical debates and empirical 

judgments that surround them. That is, the Project is not an attempt to show that, say, democracy 

or free market capitalism are the best means to enhance social life, although those are important 

questions for assessing and measuring the enhancement of life. Additionally, we want to see if 

and how one is able to articulate and relate spiritual power and spiritual value as crucial to 

enhancing life in its many forms. Consistent with our methodological procedure of attention to 

the multiple dimensions of life, political conceptions of self-determination and economic theories 

of value can and must be enriched by exploring the enhancement of social autonomy and value 

from other perspectives, including religious ones, say, how these issues dovetail with Christian 

conceptions of “use” and “enjoyment.” (See Theology Section above). In and through this 

examination, Enhancing Life Studies will also seek to articulate the spiritual laws for the 

enhancement of life through actions necessary to preserve the social values and at the same time 

to transform social life meeting the challenges of the future. 
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VI. LAW: DEVELOPMENT AND IMPROVEMENT 

 

That the law of a society is not an eternal object but involves change and development is an 

historically well examined fact and subject to theoretical analysis and reconstruction. Given the 

complexity of social, cultural, technological and economic developments the legal system needs 

to adjust to new situations and their requirements. Whether one follows more the positivist school 

and its conceptualism, whether one follows legal realists, or eventually favors natural law 

traditions, one has to meet the challenge to develop and coordinate the legal rules in order to 

preserve the spiritual insights manifest and present in the law.   

 

What is submerged, what is implicit, and what is not sufficiently examined? Where can 

“Enhancing Life Studies” make a difference? Where do we want to shift scholarly attention? 
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We contend that the development of the laws of the legal system are not only reacting and 

responding to changing societal and cultural contexts, but the dynamic underneath the change is 

the striving to enhance life and to preserve the spiritual insights in the law. Conversely, heated 

debates about changes of the law must be seen as conflicts about understanding life and the 

values and goods we see as the basis of enhancing life.  

During recent debates, a strong body of literature emerged focusing on the crucial impact of 

Christianity on the development of modern law traditions. Enhancing Life Studies appreciates this 

research and aspires to fully explore what enhancing life implies in the legal realm.  

Enhancing Life Studies will will ask three type of challenging and future-oriented questions: 

(i) To what extend and where does the legal realm presuppose and need spiritual laws at its base 

and for its life-sustaining development? 

(ii) How can the legal system enable, encourage and support people in their aspirations for 

enhancing life? 

(iii) How can the law be open to spiritual realities transcending the law, like mercy, forgiveness, 

and radical love? 
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VII. QUALITY OF LIFE RESEARCH AND ENHANCING LIFE 

 

During the past two decades Quality of Life Research has made tremendous progress in 

evaluating and assessing the life quality of people in many walks of life. This large branch of 

research moved away from strictly materialistic standards of measurement into complex models 

including cultural, political, religious, and health related indicators, to name just a few. Quality of 

Life Research increasingly tries to account for religious and cultural diversity. At the same time, 

it acknowledges that the perceived quality of life is bound to specific ways of perceiving, 

experiencing, and judging life – that is to say, to human hope for, valuation of, and envisioning 

the enhancement of life. The proposed project is prima facie closely related to this vibrant field of 

research. And yet: 

 

What is submerged, what is implicit, and what is not sufficiently examined? Where can 

“Enhancing Life Studies” make a difference? Where do we want to shift scholarly attention? 
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Two aspects need to be noted. First, Enhancing Life Studies is interdisciplinary research strongly 

related to areas of life (like law, media etc.), Enhancing Life Studies wants to investigate the 

dynamic web of formative forces, values, needs, and aspirations that are deeply embedded in 

manifold forms in social life, human action, and the socio-cultural imaginary. Such research 

needs both the depth and breath of distinct disciplines of academic inquiry and communication 

among disciplines. Second, Quality of Life Studies look at religion first and foremost as just one 

factor in the set of quality-assessing factors. Enhancing Life Studies will, however, explore the 

spiritual laws operative in many spheres of life, of planning, thinking, and imagination beyond 

explicit religiosity. Based on a rich anthropology and a rich understanding of life they look at 

spiritual aspects in all human aspirations for an ongoing and dynamic enhancing of life. 
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VIII. TECHNOLOGY FOR ENHANCING LIFE 

 

There is little doubt that we are living in a technological age even if “technology” in a broad 

sense is co-extensive with human existence insofar as human beings have been tool-makers and 

tool-users. Nevertheless, the current global age is sometimes called the “anthropocene” to 
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designate a geological and chronological age marked by the global evidence and extent that now 

characterizes human action and power. Technology as the engine driving the anthropocene is 

then absolutely central to this project and to Enhancing Life Studies as a whole. There is, 

however, an elusive “law” that seems to characterize contemporary technological innovation and 

expression that is the inverse of deep cultural assumption in the West. That deep assumption in 

the “socio-cultural imaginary” is this: “ought implies can,” that is, insofar as human beings live 

by social, political, economic, and religious obligations and codes, then, fundamentally, they are 

free creatures who can orient their lives. The embedded socio-cultural assumption in much 

current technology seems to invert the prior assumption: “can implies ought.” That is to say, 

technological advancement enhancing what we can do, the range of human activities ought to 

become its own aim. This inversion of principles, as we could call it, leads both to the unfettered 

celebration of technology in itself and to strident attacks on technologically enhancing enhancing 

life. Are there other options for thought? 

 

What is submerged, what is implicit, and what is not sufficiently examined? Where can 

“Enhancing Life Studies” make a difference? Where do we want to shift scholarly attention? 

 

As noted Enhancing Life Studies see technology as basic to human existence, but it also seeks the 

spiritual laws and related principles that will allow us to grasp the full flourishing of life and in 

measureable ways. In this way, the Project seeks to articulate what is the proper aim of freedom 

and what are the aims of the technological imaginary and technological engineering, both 

bringing about technological transformations for enhancing life. In other words, the maximizing 

of both freedom and technological means in social and personal life must be oriented not simply 

to more freedom and greater technological achievements, but to the enhancing of life in all its 

forms and dimensions by truly enabling and enhancing technology. 
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IX. COMMUNICATION, MEDIA, 

AND ENHANCEMENT OF SOCIAL LIFE 

 

Without any doubt, new communication technologies have changed everyday life in unforeseen 

ways and to an unimagined extend. They altered – not totally, but significantly – the way people 

relate to each other, share insights and information, and how they allow their personal inner space 

of imagination, hoping, and belonging to be informed by public forces of communication. These 

technologies not only deeply influence our private lives, but also influence political, legal, 

religious, artistic, educational, and eventually economic action. While the degree of change is 

hardly debatable there is much public and academic debate (using the very same media!) whether 

we are increasingly “alone together” and become detached spectators of other people’s worries, 

or, whether these communication technologies enable forms of participation unknown in the past 

and thus foster democracy and vitalize public life. 

 

What is submerged, what is implicit, and what is not sufficiently examined? Where can 

“Enhancing Life Studies” make a difference? Where do we want to shift scholarly attention? 

 

“Enhancing Life Studies” with the emphasis on spiritual laws, human needs, aspirations, and the 

search for making life ‘richer’ and ‘deeper’ can shift the perspective in public debate and 

scholarly attention. The technological developments in media communication are not only and 

exclusively driven by technological achievements and economic interests. Instead, we do need to 

explore what impulses for enhancing individual and social life are present through 

communication. In particular, we need to know what spiritual laws are working in this search for 

communication, understanding, belonging, and human sharing. 
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X. SOCIAL SCIENCES 

 

The social sciences that emerged parallel to the natural sciences in the modern West have been 

part of a social-technological program of enhancing life and creating a new future oriented and 

progressive kind of society. The idea of social engineering lies at the root of the social sciences. 

And yet among the many voices wanting to understand and to contour and form social life there 

is an increasing awareness of the difficulties to determine what is not only changing but in fact 

enhancing the shared life of a country, a culture, and eventually of humankind. Some 

psychologists and social scientists have sought to distinguish between basic and more complex 

human needs and thus offered more refined frameworks to model enhancement (See Project 

Description). As a consequence, the role of cultural values and spiritual resources and 

orientations comes to the forefront of discerning the ways of enhancing life. This becomes 

manifest in attempts to speak of the spiritual/sacred nature of the human person. 

 

What is submerged, what is implicit, and what is not sufficiently examined? Where can 

“Enhancing Life Studies” make a difference? Where do we want to shift scholarly attention? 

 

Enhancing Life Studies will further shift the focus to cultural values, deep orientations, and non-

material resources. In particular these studies will ask: What moves people to enhance both their 

personal as well as their communal life in institutions? Enhancing Life Studies assume that the 

spiritual realities are not only embedded, perceived, and lived out by individual persons, but can 

be rooted in “socio-cultural imaginaries” which in turn influence the formation of society’s 

institutions ranging from family life to educational institutions or economic formations. Again, in 

turn, Enhancing Life Studies will investigate in what respect and under what conditions social 

institutions are helpful in order to discover the spiritual aspirations of people and help actions 

directed towards the enhancement of life. 
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